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Analyzing Home Economics in the context of International Cooperation
“Case study of women’s quality—of-life improvement project in village S in Paraguay,
Latin America”

Fujikake Yoko Uemura Kyoko

The aim of this paper is to trace how Home Economics (HE) makes social contributions in the
context of International Cooperation (IC). Since the 1990’s, the area of IC human-centered
development has been gaining importance for sustainable development and people’s
empowerment. Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers JOCV) of Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) has dispatched many specialists related to HE. However, until now, there has been
no sufficient space to debate about the contributions and the issues of HE related to the area of
IC.

This paper analyzes a case study of women s quality-of-life improvement projects in village S
in Paraguay. This analysis is based on a framework of the Three Different Level of Out Put
(TDLOP). This case study shows how HE approach has made significant contributions to the IC.
However, it reveals that HE approach still adopts a western viewpoint unreflectively. Moreover,
this study of the Paraguay village also reveals the shortcoming of a HE development approach
that it lacks an explicit gender analysis.

If we continue to dispatch specialists who rely on HE in developing countries, we need to
deepen our study and discuss both its western cultural assumptions and its need for a gender
perspective.

Key Words: International Cooperation (IC), Home Economics (HE), People’s empowerment,
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers JOCV) , Three Deferent Level of Out Put (TDLOP)
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