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The main aims of this paper are to clarify when and how a syntactic construction with a formal object it
and a syntactic construction with a formal subject if occurred in the history of English and how different these
two constructions are in the diachronic process of development in English. This paper deals with the mode
and cause of their syntactic changes in English by the historical data of electronic Oxford English Dictionary
from a diachronic point of view. This thesis reveals the developmental difference between these syntactic

constructions in the course of time in the syntactic theory of change in English.
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1 [FC®»IC

YRR ORSITIE, #Bkid 568, A, HoRDODIC, XOBAX LOEECHMERICRZ BT it Ok
Mh%, LD it ZEORELZEZLIFITRT.

(1) a. It's boring, this kind of lecture.

b. It's necessary for you to do the work by yourself.

It's fun watching the game here.
It was clear that something bad had already happened.
It was not certain whether he had talked to her about the matter.
We thought it over very calmly, this project of being carried out.
I found it difficult to speak for him.

5 0o 0 a0

We think it dangerous a child going there alone at night.

—-

We took it for granted that she would support us.
j- Ithink it important when the man started there.

AKX T, (b)~e) & (1g9~U) IKCREND XD BAEN, B, HE2EOEEDDDWITH
WiEE T2 A EEBLOERXANEEL THWSENTVS it ZEF O D W TERNE SN 5K D,
BRIFEELTHNSENS it ZEDRESCUTE LTI, BER EOB SN S OIIZENMTON TSN, B
REHEEE L THWSND it ZEORSUTEL T, BERAE SN S ORI ELERTTH I TR,
AT, BRAEWEE it 28 OEXOER EWDOENS EOXDITERLZONEVNDS A2 ETH
5L, BBEMEE it 23 ORESON, BiROEWZH S CDHEE L LRT E WD TR O
REEZREZLTWAERXFEE it 23O X EDOREY LOFRBEOHEZHSNIT S,

NICER AL RE R
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2 BARRFBEOEXBMFEZSOBIXORH
ZOFTIEIBRAIGEDO R XA FE it Z2F VRS DRE L - IR EORBICOWTIERS,
BXHAEE it Z5OHE, TORICHH EEDOHMEZIEA L ONEANZEXTH S, EOHK
EORRITIE, RIAVRT KD BAER, BAIRT KD 7B, @ART XK D72 that &, BRI XD
73 wh- i385 %"
(2) a. You will find it difficult to make true friends as long as you're so cockish.
b. Companies with murky dealings find it impossible to rid themselves of the demands of racketeers.
c. Calvin always makes promises without due consideration and then finds it really tough to deliver the
goods.
d. This college has too many drop-ins. We need to make it harder to fake a student ID by requiring a photo
on it.
e. I have compressed the file to make it easier to send. Please decompress it to open.
f. The new air shuttle makes it easy for businessmen to sky between New York and Washington.
g. Ithink it best not to take sides on this question.
h. The decline in general enrollment has made it difficult for private schools to stay open.
i. I've heard that your work is to shelter wounded animals. We don't just shelter them. We make it possible
for them to return to the wild.

j. I'd stay away from that guy. He makes it his business to spread gossip about people he doesn't like.
(3) a. Ifind it interesting talking to you.
b. Won't you find it rough walking without your shoes?
(4) a. T had been hoping to be able to reach a compromise with Roger, but his recent statements make it clear

that he has nailed his colors to the mast. There is no choice but to fight him in court.
b. I'made it perfectly clear to him that I wouldn't lend him any more money.
c. He still hasn't come, has he? That makes it even more likely he's overslept.
(5) She didn't seem to find it altogether displeasing when he told her she looked like a famous movie star.
HOHMWEOKRCEL TiE, BAHTT - OBEICCPRENDH 2 XD ICEDNS, 2)~((6) DED
HEE 2 XBNTFAR BRI, E-DIC % T, believe, consider, find, make, think DI H 1Y3E % & O
Xt LR, ERNZREIAEHEZEOHNGHEET 20O TH o, BAHEZEOHNEET 2D
DIFRNZR RN o Tz, Fe, HIZEOHWGEETS2HDHZNIERFZ T >7z, ZDOELDIT
EXEWE it AEDOHREEE L THWS NS BB LOBEAENFEL TNWLEEZH5N5,
7, EXEMGEE I+ +EOHMNE] EWOREIEBLTLE ZOBETEELZVWESEH 5,
fAfg (1973) kN, TEXEWEELLT, ZoHa0ild EXEHED ‘it LI3RaD), SRR
EROFEANEBLERETHD, TOMEICEDHMEE (Real object) D2 ZEFENTH S, LN
TR, TNEFKRHC, BRBREED it 2VRICHEED fit DB EERSNDE ZENDH D EDBIBRTN S,
Tabb, BALREOHANSERAARGED it NHVWSNTIC, TUERBEDOZ ) HIEE + MiE
EVSTHEADNANSNDEND ZEHHDLEND ZEEZRRTND END T EITRD,
AT OB EE DAL DTH 5,7
(6) a. My wife became ill, and I didn't see fit to go without her.
b. 1975 Scottish Field Jan. 9/1 With his feet now firmly planted in both acting spheres the so-called
legitimate theatre and the pantomime lark this young~looking veteran [sc. Rikki Fulton]+feels fit to accept
any professional challenge.

(6a) 1FIEXHEHMZE it DBEMREDEZSNDD, Tsee fitto AEF] EWVWIBXTEHAELTHWS
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NTWLERTHLEZEATTPNTH A D, (6b) &, BA LOMHEMNS ZO fit WHWSN/ZEX
PN EEINTWL0AT, BXEGE it 2 AVSNBWERD, BIREE TR TH S LIFEA
1<,

3 ERNER
ZOHEiITIE, BXHMNEZEOE XD W DENSHEEORER FICAELHELZ0N, 22 0IRES
HEEDEOIBRBDTHDLDMENI HITDNTERT S,

3.1 BAHWEItzE0T—4

F — ¥ 1%, OED ® CD-ROM kit (Ver. 3) @ simple search # AE & advanced search # fit & Ot /1 L T,
quotation text |ZfF{F 9 5 believe, consider, find, make, think EFERXEFEZ S ALEXTHWSNTWS
laehith Uiz, £z, AMFEOERNERN S BE2HIL 19 HILETDOEDTHSH DT, 20 HFIZH
WSNTWAEIEEE R & B L TWhiawn, EfESZ2HT720I1C, T—FDAIXADO5I L OED ©
BT —F MHZOEEFIE—LTHHLTWS,

IR, &EEofz2T5, SBHFAOEEZDO () NOEFIE OED TUHH OB WS NHH
ORI TH D, &HIXDOHED () NORLIRIE, BEOHWEOSERRNMTH LN EEENRLED
DTH%, LAF, FISCPFORFIIEEDME, EMORRIIHETRNEZEZSNS LI BRY—T1—
WOWTIHHIBRL TWa,)

@ believe (c1200)
(7) a. 1697 Cibber Woman's Wit i. 2 D'ee believe it impossible you shu'd ever Love? (that i)
b. c1712 Lady M. W. MONTAGU Lett. (1887) 1I. 1, 1 believed it impossible you should forget me. (that &)
c. 1714 Lady M. W. MONTAGU Lett. (1887) 1. 96 The world never believes it possible for people to act
out of the common track. (N7EF])
d. 1828 WHATELY Rhet. in Encycl. Metrop. 250/1 No one would believe it possible for such a work as the
Iliad, e.g. to be produced by a fortuitous shaking together of the letters of the alphabet. (/7€ #il)
@ consider (1375)

(8) a. 1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict. s.v., A booty acquired by robbery, or a sum of money won at play, is called
a stake, and if considerable, a prime stake, a heavy stake; a person alluding to any thing difficult to be
procured..would say, I consider it a stake to get it at all. (AN #)

b. 1836 Art of Duelling 47 Sometimes a man is placed in a situation when he considers it his duty to
delope, (or fire in the air) . CRT )

c. 1839 Morn. Herald. in Spirit Metrop. Conserv. Press (1840) 1I. 391 He must consider it heretic and
sinful to search the Scriptures. (ANE7])

d. 1868 Westminster Chess Club Papers 1. 87 We consider it quite possible to diffuse the game [of chess]
without affording encouragement to the mere skittler. (4~ &)

e. 1875 W. S. HAYWARD Love agst. World 32, 1 did not consider it right or proper that a lady..should be
gallivanting about the country with those three fellows. (that i)

f. 1876 Jrnl. Soc. Arts 9 June 728/1 Mr. Richard Monson asked..if he considered it a better plan to store
sewage at every dwelling than to remove it directly by means of water-carriage. (/7€ )

g. 1886 Grimsby News 5 Mar. 8/2 So long as I contribute to these columns I shall consider it my first duty
to call attention to..cases of unfair treatment, whether the sufferers be Grimbarians or not. (7€)

h. 1889 BADEN-POWELL Pigsticking 21 A savage would consider it the height of sport to go and whang a
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pig on the head. (“R7EF])

find (c950)
(9) a. 157980 NORTH Plutarch (1676) 331 And when they gaged the foord, they found it impossible to wade

through. (&)

b. 1624 WOTTON Archit. Pref. in Reliq. 4, 1 found it fitter for my pen..to deal with these plain Compile-
ments and tractable Materials. (/7€ #)

c. 1632 MASSINGER & FIELD Fatal Dowry IIl. i, You will find it safer Rather to be uncourtly than
immodest. (N 7))

d. 1666 PEPYS Diary 1 July, Though I do not love him, yet I find it necessary to keep in with him. (N7 &)

e. 1685 COTTON tr. Montaigne IIl. 499, 1..find [it] very hard properly to design them [our actions] every
one by themselves by a principal quality, so ambiguous and variform they are by several lights. (/<€ #l)

f. 1694 F. BRAGGE Disc. Parables ix. 311 When a child would catch a grass~hopper, its motions are so
irregular, that he finds it very difficult at all to come near it. (A& 7))

g. al704 T. BROWN Tiwo Oxf. Scholars Wks. 1730 I. 9 When I come to demand my dues..I shall find it a
hard matter to get them. (ANFE )

h. 1715 tr. Gregory's Astron. 1. i. § 69. 144 He [Kepler] found it necessary to suppose an interior Crust
(which might be like a Nucleus, in regard of the exterior) . (ANiE )

i. 1732 BERKELEY Alciphr. vii. § 24 In the upshot, I apprehend you will find it impracticable to destroy
all sense of religion. (R 5E &)

j. 1754 RICHARDSON Grandison (1810) IV. xlii. 317 He shall, for many sakes, find it very difficult to
provoke me. (ANEF)

k. 1762 HUME Hist. Eng. 1. iii. 98 The French..found it prudent to overlook this insult. (R &)

. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 16/2 Whatever contingent expenses you may find it necessary to disburse in
Calcutta. (ANE 7))

m. 1796 MORSE Amer. Geog. 11. 490 The late [Portuguese] minister of state, ..found it impracticable to raise a
glass manufacture into consequence. (A& 7A)

n. ¢1799 J. BUNTING in Life (1859) I. vii. 102 My stock of skeletons is yet so small, that I should find it
difficult..to avoid sameness and repetition. (/~7E )

0. 1815 WELLINGTON Let. to Earl Bathurst 2 June in Gurw. Desp. XII. 439, 1 find it scarcely possible to
get on without some legal person in the situation of Judge Advocate. (/i€ #l)

p- 1840 A. R. WEBSTER Oxf. Songs, Town & Gown, You'll find it bad economy To carry home a tattered
gown and battered physiognomy. (A~7E &)

q. 1841 Tait's Mag. VIIL. 309 The minstrel found it necessary to unite mimicry and jonglery with his rhymes.

()

1861 M. ARNOLD Pop. Educ. France 167 Those who think that the development of society can be
arrested because a farmer's wife finds it hard to get a cookmaid. (g

1865 Morn. Star 3 Feb., You may find it necessary to apply to the Court of Queen's Bench for a manda-
mus against me. (ANiE 7))

1871 C. J. WILLIAMS Pulmon. Consumpt. i. 6 All are due to the presence of various kinds of phthi-
noplasm, a withering or decaying modification of the proper plasma or formative material of the body.
[Note] T have found it necessary to coin this word, ..to give expression to one of the leading ideas of this

book, and to avoid the common use of the word tubercle. (/N7E Fil)
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1890 BOLDREWOOD Colonial Ref. (1891) 217 They did not find it difficult to urge the..animals into
the smaller forcing-yards. (/7€ &)

@ make (c1000)

(10) a.

1530 Palsgr. 551/1, I flaye oyle with water, whan it boyleth, to make it mete to frye fysshe with. Je
detaingz lhuyle. (A5 )

al555 RIDLEY Wks. 225, 1 will make it evident how blockish and gross your answer is. (wh- &)

1576 G. PETTIE Palace of Pleas., The hawke having bin once canvassed in the nettes, wil make it
daungerous to strike againe at the stale. (/N7E )

1593 Tell-trothe's New Yeare's Gift 3 And it being my hap to enquire first from whence hee came, hee
made it not scrupulous to certifie his comming from hell. (A& #)

1611 SPEED Hist. Gt. Brit. ix. viii. 532 He makes it his first care to fasten to himself, by present largesse,
and large promises of future fauours, ..all the Stipendiarie Souldiers..of his deceased Brother. (/& #Al)

a 1623 BUCK Rich. IIT, iii. (1646) 87 Our best Chroniclers make it doubtfull whether those two Princes
were so lost..or no, and infer that one of them was thought to be living many years after his death; ..which
opinion I like the better, because it mentioneth the survivance but of one of them. (wh- i)

1642 FULLER Holy & Prof. St. 1. x. 25 Though going abroad sometimes about her businesse, She never
makes it her businesse to go abroad. (RNEq)

1653 H. COGAN tr. Pinto's Trav. xlix. 195 No news could be heard of her, which made it credible that
she also suffered shipwrack. (that i)

1661 F. HOWGILL in Extr. St. Papers rel. Friends Ser. ii. (1911) 129 Wee haue made it our work to col-
lect vp all the sufferings from all partes & to make what vse wee cann of them. (“/R7E 5i])

1678 WOOD Life 6 Sept. (D.) The banterers of Oxford (a set of scholars so called, some M.A.), who
make it their employment to talk at a venture, lye and prate what nonsense they please; if they see a man
talk seriously, they talk floridly nonsense, and care not what he says. (/<€ 7))

1722 POPE Lett. (1735) 1. 276 Enjoy your own Fire-side..that is, all those of your Family who make it
pleasing to sit and spend whole Wintry Months together. (/& #Al)

al732 ATTERBURY (J.), We contract at last such an intimacy and familiarity with them, as makes it
difficult and irksome for us to call off our minds. (~7E &)

1748 Anson's Voy. 1I. i. 116 These..sudden gusts make it difficult for ships to work in with the wind off
shore. (AN7E )

1777 COOK Voy. Pacific 11. vii. (1784) 1. 291 They are always careful to join the small pieces length-
wise, which makes it impossible to tear the cloth in any direction but one. (AN5E &)

1780 JAS. HARRIS Wks. (1841) 423 The dry didactic character of the Georgics [of Virgil] made it nec-
essary they should be enlivened by episodes and digressions. (that i)

1798 Hull Advertiser 25 Aug. 3/2 The harbour..is..very rocky, the bottom so much so as to make it neces-
sary to under-run every cable. (R7E#)

1806 A. HENRY Jrnl. 21 July in E. Coues New Light Hist. Greater Northwest (1897) 1. 348 The
Mandanes..often prefer a young man to a woman. They have many berdashes amongst them, who make it
their business to satisfy such beastly passions. (/7€ 7))

1837 H. SMITH Let. 2 Oct. in A. Mathews Mem. Charles Mathews (1839) TV. xviii. 447 While others
satisfied themselves with endeavouring to embody their originals, he made it his study to mentalize them.

I am obliged to coin a word, but my meaning is, that while he surpassed all competitors in the mere mim-
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icry of externals, he was unique in the subtlety, acuteness, and truth with which he could copy the mind of
his prototype. (AN7E )

1847 H. BUSHNELL Chr: Nurt. 11. v. (1861) 208 The vicegerent office to be maintained, and the gra-
cious ends to be secured, make it indispensable that parents should themselves be living in the Spirit. (that
#i1)

1856 KANE Arct. Expl. 1I. 191 The condition of our sick men made it imperative that I should return at
once. (that ff7)

1863 J. SHERMAN in Mem. 152 The overbearance of one ruling spirit made it pretty plain that I must
either sacrifice my own opinion of right and wrong, or be ever at war. (that i)

1870 L. OLIPHANT Piccadilly 95 If 1 can carry on for another fortnight, I have got information which
makes it certain I shall recover on them. (that fi)

1883 Harper's Mag. Feb. 419/1 Malarial swamps made it unsafe for him to stay there. (/7€ #l)

1892 C. G. CHADDOCK tr. R. von Kraffi-Ebing's Psychopathia Sexualis (ed. 7) 1II. 187 Careful investi-
gation of the so-called acquired cases makes it probable that the predisposition also present here consists
of a latent homosexuality, or, at least, bi-sexuality. (that &)

1893 GADOW in Newton Dict. Birds 243 Soft feathers..possessing several characters which make it
advisable to distinguish them by the name of Neossoptiles. (N7E )

® think (c888)

1) a.
b.

1513 MORE Edw. V, Ded., I have thought it not amisse to put to my helping hand. (A~ 7)

1536 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. (1821) 11. 105, 1 think it expedient..to preche first the foundment of the
Cristin faith. (/R7E )

al548 HALL Chron., Edw. IV, 228b, [He] thought it more surer to heare the fayre wordes of the Con-
stable, ..then to geue credit to theyr vntrew..doynges. (/N7 i])

1567 Sir N. THROKMORTON Let. in Robertson Hist. Scot. Wks. 1826 1. 378 note, They think it conve-
nient to proceed with yow both for a while pari passu. (/7€ #il)

1579 J. JONES Preserv. Bodie & Soule 1. xxiii. 43, I think it best that the old womans childe do sucke
longer than the yong and lustie Nurce, ..the twinne longer than the loneling. (that i)

1586 J. HOOKER Hist. Irel. 181/1 in Holinshed, Sir John Perot..first thought it best to bring the whole
land into shire grounds, whereby the laws of England might haue a through course and passage. (/NiE#il)
1613 MARKHAM Eng. Husbandman 1. i. v. Civb, Presenteth the plough-cleuisse, which being ioyned to
the plough-beame, extendeth, with a chaine, vnto the first Toastree...The hind-most Toastree..is, a broad
piece of Ash-woode..which..hath the Swingletrees fastned vnto it..Because this Toastree is such a notable
Implement both in Plough, Cart, or Waine, ..I think it not amisse to shew you the figure thereof. (& #il)
1644 MILTON Divorce 1. iv. 128 Adultery..a thing which the rankest politician would think it shame and
disworship that his laws should countenance. (that i)

1648 Gage West Ind. xii. 80 Who thought it safer sleeping in a whole skinne, then to be unquieted by
fighting. (B)%45)

1652 MILTON Lett. State Wks. 1738 TI. 169 The Council thinks it meet to propose the way of selling by
inch of Candle, as being the most probable means to procure the true Value of the goods. (A& 7i])

1662 R. D. Ternary Eng. Plays To Rdr. 3b, T thought it best to get them [the Graces] to stand goddess-
mothers jointly for all three [plays]. (& F)

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. 111. 50 In the Stone in the Kidneys..I think it safer to use Lenients. (/N7

_80_



U I 7

),

m. 1726 G. SHELVOCKE Joy. round World 72 One would think it impossible that any thing living could
subsist in so rigid a climate. (that i)

n. 1726 Swift Gulliver ii. i. [copying quot. 1669], The ship lay very broad off, so we thought it better
spooning before the sea, than trying or hulling. (B4 7))

0. 1742 M. WHITEWAY in Earl Orrery's Rem. Swift xi. (1752) 90 Mr. Nichols thought it possible he
might return to a share of understanding. (that #fi)

p- 1751 Gentl. Mag. July 306/2 Tho' the Phytolacca be known to almost every one in America, by the name
of pokeweed, ..yet I think it proper..to give a description of it. (/SE7Hl)

q. 1758 Mrs. DELANY in Life & Corr. 523 We met with an archdeacon Golden..in his appearance a jolly,
open, cheerful countenance, ..he thinks it his duty to uphold any orthodox point; and that, I suppose, has
gained him the title of methodist. (A~7E &)

r. 1769 GOLDSM. Rom. Hist. (1786) 1. 320 They..perhaps condemned them in the gross for defects, which
they thought it not worth while to mention in the detail. (/7€ )

s. 1782 PRIESTLEY Corrupt. Chr: 1. Pref. 19, I did not think it right to leave any of the pieces imperfect. (45
TE 7))

t. 1811 Port Folio Jan. (Bartlett) , They seldom think it necessary to deputize more than one person to
attend to their interests at the seat of government. (“~N7E 7))

u. 1837 Lett. fir Madras (1843) 114 One has to dismiss one's own visitors, as they generally think it an
impoliteness to go away of their own accord. (N7E )

v. 1839 Penny Cycl. XIII. 383/1 Cuvier thinks it doubtful whether the species of this genus [Clepsinal
should be arranged with the leech family. (wh- i)

w. 1859 H. KINGSLEY G. Hamlyn x1, Both he and Ellen thought it strange that their mother should insist
on that book on a week~night; they never usually read it [the bible], save on Sunday evenings. (that i)

x. 1868 J. LILLYWHITE Cricketers' Compan. 81 H. M. Mills..might score well if he did not think it neces-
sary to mow at straight long-hops. (A7EzH])

y. 1890 HALL CAINE Bondman 1. vi, Maybe you think it nice to bring up your daughter with the merry-
begot of any ragabash that comes prowling along. (A~ 7H)

3.2 F—=HOHNWH

3. 1 THEIFNSHWT S &, WXEREE it 2 WX EEE DR EIZH WS UAD =01
16 AL DHDENS TH D END T EbnD, T ORI IL R S OBEEIZEERICERZL Ty
50T, TDO%, HRXAMEE it 2 AW XNGEORYE ETRbLZEEX5NS, LML, T—
Y EMBIZHNTHASD &, bNDEFICL > TUHZOM L DERORHHANR /2> T3, find, make,
think (2B U TIXRIRESCOHH DR S A5 LTV 523, believe ICB L T3 1 HHRLIE EEN, consider
B L T3 tiiF EEN TS, 2O ZEn5, BAEMEE it Z 3 DHSCTH WS NS EHATE OB
13 find, make, think 2 HULMZIRFR E & HITMOBFNITIEIE L TWo 2 EHIlid 5 Z NS, 2T
b DML DHFBELAL, ETLUEOHLDOEAN D HHE OMEREICIRAEL, KEBEITLD B
FEBREICERL TW EWD ERRER OO 7O ADFRE KL T\,

HEOHMGFEDO GERRICE LU THRERBO ZENNWA S, 7205, SO T ORI S EE
ME e D 5BRNIAREFATH S5, JIUIBREFZDOAERRIE KL TWD, ZORICEAL TH,
HOHMEOEARIIAEFZHLE L THOBATH S that /i, wh- fi, BIFGFEICIEEL TiTo /&
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WO ZEMMTE S,

3.3 WBAEFE It zEFOHE DOBR

ERXEAWSsNS it 3EXEWESL TEND TR, BRXEBELLTOHED B> TS, ZDit
M ETEE EHWSNTWAEEI, IRELOENFEETZDOTHA I, FE - BE (1990) 13,
BRLEOFHEZGORAOREL LOIRAEICEHL TROK DRzl Tnsd, BXLOFHE It 2530
W13 OE DR S HEEL TWD EWD, Kz, HBFEED, it EHWTHE S NP ERET
ZORADN S EHOHPICEDOEFEPHAAEN TN EVND ONER LOIRERBETHLEND T &%
RLTWD,

EABWEE it ZFORSUTBRIBROKFHDEDSIDTH A D0, T72bb, BAHWEE It 2 AWk
KANEAET, TOEAN S BREEOMEIZED BRFESHARAENTOSBERANREL THEND
&M, BAHME it 25O XICbEHINL2ONEND TLETH S,

DR ZEMRT SH7DIZ, OED T consider, find, think 2V WS N TWAIEEIZ, BXHMWFED it NH
WENTICED HREENHBEEDMEITHAA TN TV DM XNER EHHDNEND TEEFRTH
Too FER, FEEDRIZRO TIERO—HIZTTH > 7=,

(12 al500 Cuckow & Night. 147 How might thou in thy churlenesse find To speak of Loves servaunts in this

wise?

ZofNE 14 Rl op T, BXEWE it PANSNZERIDCLRNWRHTH 520, Z ofl—#i72
FTHZHDT, BAHBGED it MAVWSNTIC THWE+FRE SWOBANLRL X208 b — K
LN/ KTH S EE X2 DIETEE TR,

@K Z, 31 074 LBIREEEDORWMAURT K5I, R RIZBXEBEE it VW S N7z BX0)

CHWSsNZEWS MR, BRAEH It OBEERAUTHSH, Bixs0i3, BXLEHNGE it AW SN
Tﬁ@ HEFE N HFE DA EICHAA ENTRNITEZE L > 2 ST 2 2 &k %,

OEDMELR LD, BRIEFED (6) OHIXTHRZELDIC, MMty NEAETLREADELETH %,
CORISBRIEE TIIERNCES LOBRBN S — B EIEEZ 5NN R, BRE ECBWTIE, 20
FBRIZEDLDITIREL TWDTH A DM, OED ITHEDNWTHNRDSL EZDOBKXDOHILELH R NWET
ZLEINTE S,

(13) a. 1586 A. DAY Eng. Secretary 1I. (1625) 126 Which as an action most singular, I have judged fit to be

exposed in this place unto him.

b. 1629 S'hertogenbosh 5 They found fit to build there the fourth chiefe Towne.
1634 R. H. Salerne Regim. Pref. 1, I thought fit to wave all Apologeticall expressions, of this Workes
weakenesse.

d. 1645 Chas. I Let. to his Wife 4 May in Ludlow's Mem. (1699) II1. 260 Wherefore I thought fit to put my
Nephew Rupert in that Place; which will both save me Charge, and stop other Mens Grumblings.

e. 1649 CROMWELL Let. 72 (Carl.) The propositions enclosed; which for their abominableness, manifest-
ing also the impudency of the men, I thought fit to present to your view.

f. 1659 W. BROUGH Manual p. iv, To prevent..all further fraudulencies, He thinks fit to have his Name
affixed to it.

g. 1676 Phil. Trans. XI. 762 This Fire keeping no analogy with other Vulcanio's in any of the particulars
mentioned in these three quaries, I thought fit to answer them altogether.

h. 1697 MOLYNEUX in Locke's Lett. (1708) 241 If their lordships should think fit to excerp anything out

of those papers.
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i. 1704 SWIFT Tale T. Concl. (1710) 240 In my Disposure of Employments of the Brain, I have thought fit
to make Invention the Master.

j. al715 BURNET Own Time v. (1734) II. 129 The Venetians and the Great Duke had not thought fit to
own the King till then.

k. 17358 BOLINGBROKE On Parties 63 To surrender their old Charters, and accept new ones, under such
Limitations and Conditions, as the King thought fit to innovate.

1. 1766 GOLDSM. Vic. W. iv, I always thought fit to keep up some mechanical forms of good breeding.

m. 1771 Ann. Reg. 82 His majesty has thought fit to branch the parliament of Paris into five different parlia-
ments, under the denomination of superior courts.

n. 1814 Morning Herald 14 Mar. in J. Agate These were Actors (1943) 31 Mr. Kean thought fit to leave out
the whole of the first line in this declaration. ..This, in the saucy jargon of the day, may be called a new
reading.

o. 1818 CRUISE Digest (ed. 2) VI. 541 Lord Hardwicke. ..I did not think fit to determine the matter upon a
petition, but thought it proper for a bill.

p- 1824 The Microscope 22 May 42/2 We have seen fit to say the patience of Job's turkey, instead of the
common phrase, as patient as Job.

q. 1830 Fraser's Mag. 1. 342 The attenuated, sham, filagree work..wherewith Mr. Thomas Moore has
thought fit to fumble up the personages of his Lalla Rookh.

r. al845 BARHAM Ingol. Leg. Ser. iii. Blasphemer's Warn., Had a gay cavalier Thought fit to appear In
any such toggery.

s. 1861 MRS. CARLYLE Lett. III. 90 Mr. C. saw fit to spread his pocket-handkerchief on the grass..and sit
down on it.

t. 1870 MORRIS Earthly Par. 1I. iii. 40 This gangrel thief thought fit to tread The grass to mammocks by
my head.

u. 1877 G. H. LEWES Let. 27 Feb. in Geo. Eliot's Lett. (1956) VI. 345 He might still be induced to resume
that idea if you thought fit to nudge his elbow a little.

v. 1891 [D. JORDAN & MRS. J. A. OWEN] 4nn. Fishing Village xi. 104 It was a water-lane a public way
for any cart-horse or cow that the owners might think fit to take there as wide as an ordinary road.

LMWL —AT, MiEfC it AW NAERXBENED it 250X LR TRBVWNRNEZTIESHT
&5,
(4) a. 1587 GREENE Tritam. ii. Wks. (Grosart) III. 128 He thought it very fit to passe away the morning
with such profitable purposes.

b. ¢1590 Sir T. More (Malone Soc.) 603 Some of the Benche Sir, think it very fit that stay be made, and

giue it out abroade the execution is deferd till morning.
1605 SHAKES. Lear I1. i. 126, I best thought it fit To answere from our home.

d. 1611 SHAKES. Wint. T. IV. iv. 869, I will bring these two Moales, these blind-ones, aboord him, if he
thinke it fit to shoare them againe..let him [etc.].

e. 1647 W. BROWNE tr. Polexander 1. 65 The Assembly..thought it fit to resolve of nothing that day, but
that they should meet againe the next morrow to conclude all things.

f. 1665 BOYLE Exp. & Obs. Conc. Cold Pref. c6, Judging it fit to make further Trial, with an unseal'd
Weather-glass.

g. al667 JER. TAYLOR Serm. for Year (1678) Suppl. 185 In this doughty cause they think it fit to fight and
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die.

h. al674 Clarendon Hist. Reb. x. § 102 When they found it fit to make any lusty Declaration against the
Parliament, ..they allways inserted somewhat that might look like candour and tenderness towards the
King's Party.

i. 1679 in Wodrow Hist. Suff. Ch. Scott. (1722) 1I. App. xviii. 18 Not finding it fit to unhinge himself of the
one Party, while he was yet unsure of the other.

j- 1725 Fam. Dict. s.v. Poultry, The Cock..rarifies the Egg, and renders it fit to produce its Species by the
Sperm or Tread he infuses into it.

k. 1769 FALCONER Dict. Marine (1789) , The..priming-iron..serves to clear the inside of the touch hole,
and render it fit to receive the prime.

1. 1885 E. SHERIDAN Let. 10 July in Jrnl. (1960) ii. 62 She was examining my dress cloak and ask'd
whether I thought it fit to dance in.

X BREE it Z AW Tt 1, B BRI 0HBICHNWSNTHED, BREETHEL -
KOBERAEL TOMBOI R T TITHMBTERNWRETH S, HL, Bl OHERRRICIT—ED
HIBRMNEFEL Tk D TH S, 7805, ANsNTW S8 think 2MEEAET, BSEETEA
AELTEASGNLEHTDH S see EOHBIIEDTH D, FLHREEEL THWSNTWL BN
EANEOAREFTHDENIRHOH D, —HT, WOHNIZESNDELDIT, ulisgEE L THWS
NTHRAEWE it BHWSNIEELBRBHNSFEL TS T, Mk 1%, BXEREE it
Awen, LrbiEEEL LTt AN NS IZERERICHMBICEZELZEATH L EEZ 5N,

4 # H

B HBIEE it ICBID D HESCOES EOFERENSHW T2 &, it NHWSNBROSNEE L&
DEAETHZENIHTIE, BREE DI ER—-THDHEND T ENFEIES Nz,

LML, ZTOBOBMFEZEIZBNTIZRD 2 DO HTHENR SN S,

FIHE—mlE, BERXEMEE it 25O LORER FICB I 2IREDKIITH 2, HXHBUEE it 250
X, BAEE it 2 E DR OE DR SIREL TWDH O EI3HER D, FEEORESY BT 16 YD
ENS AR LDz, YO THWS N2 B85S, HAHREOEFHZFLICLTHEL, 0%,
OB HIEL TWo 7z, TOILRIBIE, W RICH T 2B IRABRE ORI K DWW
TOtvATHY, BERFEEROMEGR LML TRAIERHEEZTH D, ORI, FHEELALE 9, &
%X@%$ﬁ@,@é%ﬁ®%%ﬁﬁ TIRAEL, KEITXVILRWHEEREICILIEL T—R{ENfThbin T
W< ENSHDT, MIBELILOKEICET2HEMTH 5,

I, n&ﬁ@EmA&®%ﬁ CEORBAEMEOMETH D, BXIEE it 22T, FE
DOPEICEFENIBEH L THRBITEMEICKERMENECBRVDIZH2ND 5T, IWXEWEE it 275
U%Xi,E@E%m&mﬁammwn&@E@ii&hﬁémmmamo%ﬁ% STEVNWSETH
5, ZOMHEIZBRBEECZDTH A DM,

HEFHEEEOHWNEOBEIIB T 28RO Z£ICBE L T, BREE it 23O/ 0Nl 72k -
O7Ot A LA HMEE it 25 ORI - ZBEE Eo 7 Ot ZOMEICIE, AR OB EE
HLTW2EEZLND, tBICBI2EFELGEOHMNED, EANITITERED L W —T DEK
NREZHS R TH D, BMEEDEZ LGNS, BHREOZWERIL, TELLETCRITEWIE
WWES EVWSON—REATH D, BHRENZWHGEICHY T 2 RXNEO HFEDMNEICHEEL T
Wb E, BEEENEFEOMBICHFEL TS EITR L ST XXEREOZBENEC D &I b EE
AbN5, BEENLORETH D FEOMBICTENMN TWIUL, AMOARBUMD ST, HEORE
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RIETH D S+V+0 E WD IR O 7 0t 21T E K I I W T OIS GETH D, L L7,
EMEDL W L - BE LOWREZ o 25BN X OB TICHOIAENT, #ih & O R Lo
PEE2 A DT uInidansE 32 e, SGEBERA AR ORR LA LA— XN HEINT
LEW, XHMRO7Ot2ICZENECTLED &EE 2615, BXXEWGE it 250/ BN T,
AN QARSI MENE L 202572012, BEOHNENHGEDOMNEICZDEETEN NS
e ITBIFHMNECEEZEADZENTES, Fabld, NN 27— 3 >PHEEEZEDF
Bl U THWRIRDIE, AMOMBENRE E7fEE RS WA TEEO XXHEEN L D> TWBHIET T
BB, mBARE AN 5EZ S NG L XHEO Rt &, AMOHIBIERICEDOWTEHREELT IZIFA
NoNED | EEOSEEE ENRBDDIXLROZETH 5,

X EOEE It 25O ERR EORMEE it 285 0HS0T, TN B, fE OFERRE 2l
S TNBED, ETOELOREDOHIKICIE, ST 5 AMOAIRUIMEORMENEREICED> ThWad &
WS ZENEBEZ NG D,

HRIEFEICB T 2 HE OREIRE EOMEIR, BREOT—FEZRRNDLIEICEL>T, TOHHZEX
DRI S 2 T LDk,

5 # B

AT, FICHLHOE it 250U DO WTESE EOIREBRICOWTHIT Lz, £z, B
i it & OREW EOJRAERE & OMHEICDWT BN, Wi OMmKREAIRAE 246 O FE N A O 515 YLt
EHEHEITED > TWD EWD T Eam U Tz, MR ROZ(LOER 2 E LT HITIE, EH (2003:2006)
THRLEEDIE, ZOEIBEAFDBETHEZEEZRLTND,

<ZE>

1 (2). @). (6) OFISIE E-DIC (2005: W] H Hilftkl), (3a) DHISCIE Swan (1995), (3b) DFISLIEE A - #EHEEE - HH
SRR - miAR A (1988) 1Tk 5.

2 (6a) DHFIIE E-DIC (2005: ¥ H Hihiet), (6b) DI OED ITXK %,

3 R - (1990),

J>E2—%2+-3-/%X
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