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Lessons and achievements from the International Workshop;
"Gender and Development' and the Local Needs: Networking for Gender Equity with
Locally-Diverse Gender Needs"

The international workshop "Gender and Development' and the Local Needs: Networking for
Gender Equity with Locally-Diverse Gender Needs", held in March 2007, was organized by ‘Gender
and Development’ sub-group of the International Society for Gender Studies. Local leaders,
NGO workers, activists and academics who work with grassroots women in 6 Asia countries and
Japan participated in this workshop. They shared their experience of working on Gender and
Development (GAD) agendas in each locality, in order to find out ‘how to reflect diverse local
gender needs on broader development policies and projects’.

In this article, seven of the Japanese participants analyze the lessons and achievements of the
workshop. Also, the key concepts like ‘local needs’ are re-examined, and the process of the
workshop itself is also analyzed. Throughout planning and organizing the workshop, we strongly
realized that all needs expressed/unexpressed are influenced by the power relations in which local
people live their life. We, the practitioners and researchers of GAD are also a part of this power
relationship.

In order that GAD policy and practice incorporate various needs in the multi-layered and ever
chaining ‘local’ space, three issues needs to be elaborated further. 1) Power relations operating
within and around the locality, which influence representation of needs; 2) The person in-between
the ‘local’ and ‘national’ and/or ‘global’, who can hear the grassroots people, and assemble their
voices; 3) The political process by which the ‘global’ and ‘national’ policies are introduced into the
local setting.

Key word: Gender and Development, grass roots, gender equality and equity, local-needs, diversity
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