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There may be something in it -something more, |
mean, than the mere facts. I seem to see them -for
there is no catastrophe in a simple resignation of
the post, turned somehow, by the experience, into
strange sceptics, iconoclasts, positive negationists.
They are forced over to the opposite extreme and
become rank enemies not only of the legend, but of
the historic donnee itself. Say they end by denying
Shakespeare -say they do it on the spot itself -one
day -in the presence of a big, gaping, admiring
batch. Then they must go. -THAT seems to be
arrangeable, workable -for 6000 words. In fact,
nothing more would be -nothing less simple. It's
that or nothing. And told impersonally, as an anec-
dote of them only -not, that is, by my usual narra-
tor-observer -an inevitable much more copious
way.[J Notebooks 195 000000000
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The secret that baffles us being the secret of the
Man, we know, as I have granted, that we shall
never touch the Man directly in the Artist. We stake
our hopes thus on indirectness, which may contain
possibilities; we take that very truth for our counsel
of despair, try to look at it as helpful for the
Criticism of the future. [ ] The figured tapestry,
the long arras that hides him, is always there, with
its immensity of surface and its proportionate
underside.O Literary Criticism 12200
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“ It's rather a pity, you know, that He isn't here. I
mean as Goethe's at Weimar. For Goethe is at
Weimar.”

“ Yes, my dear; that's Goethe's bad luck. There he
sticks. This man isn't anywhere. I defy you to catch

”

Him.
“ Why not say, beautifully,” the young woman
laughed, “ that, like the wind, He's everywhere?”
It wasn't of course the tone of discussion, it was the
tone of joking, though of better joking, Gedge seemed
to feel, and more within his own appreciation, than he
had ever listened to; and this was precisely why the
young man could go on without the effect of irritation,

answering his wife but still with eyes for their com-
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panion. “ T'll be hanged if He's here!” 0 4360
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[__1 One vivid challenge, at any rate, it flings
down before you; it calls upon you to make up your
mind on the matter of restoration. For myself, I
have no hesitation; I prefer in every case the ruined,
however ruined, to the reconstructed, however
splendid. What is left is more precious than what is
added: the one is history, the other is fiction; and I
like the former the better of the two, - it is so much
more romantic. One is positive, so far as it goes;
the other fills up the void with things more dead
than the void itself, inasmuch as they have never
had life. After that I am free to say that the restora-
tion of Carcassonne is a splendid achievement.

O Collected Travel Writings 1700
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In 1847, the house was bought by the
Shakespeare Memorial Trust,an organization cred-
ited with literally cleaning up Stratford: in 1861,
the Trust demolished adjacent buildings that would
compromise the site's Tudor style and in 1864
whitewashed from the cottage's walls all but the
celebrity signatures in the birth room, creating a

museal character for the house—official, authentic,
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The gardien was an extraordinarily typical little
Frenchman, who struck me even more forcibly than
the wonders of the inner enceinte; [...] With his
diminutive stature and his perpendicular spirit, his
flushed face, expressive protuberant eyes, high
peremptory voice, extreme volubility, lucidity, and
neat-ness of utterance, he reminded me of the gen-
try who figure in the revolutions of his native land.

O Collected Travel Writings 167-168 0000
gpoooo
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Mr Hayes of New York had more than once
looked at his wife, and Mrs Hayes of New York
had more than once looked at her husband -only, up
to now, with a stolen glance, with eyes it had not
been easy to detach from the remarkable counte-
nance by the aid of which their entertainer held
them.O 4520
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This brilliant, this suggestive warden of
Carcassonne marched us about for an hour,
haranguing, explaining, illustrating, as he went; it
was a complete little lecture, such as might have
been delivered at the Lowell Institute, [...]
0 Collected Travel Writings 1680
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Morris Gedge went on, insisting as solemnly and
softly, for his bewildered hearers, as over a pulpit-
edge [ 104510
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The little custodian dismissed us at last, after
having, as usual, inducted us into the inevitable
repository of photographs. These photographs are a
great nuisance, all over the Midi. They are exceed-
ingly bad, for the most part; and the worst those in
the form of the hideous little album-panorama - are
thrust upon you at every turn. They are a kind of
tax that you must pay; the best way is to pay to be
let off. It was not to be denied that there was a
relief in separating from our accomplished guide,
whose manner of imparting information reminded
me of the energetic process by which I have seen
mineral waters bottled.[] Collected Travel Writings
170000000000
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“ We stand here, you see, in the old living-
room, happily still to be reconstructed in the mind's
eye, in spite of the havoc of time, which we have
fortunately, of late years, been able to arrest. It was
of course rude and humble, but it must have been
snug and quaint, and we have at least the pleasure
of knowing that the tradition in respect to the fea-

tures that do remain is delightfully uninterrupted.
[ 1704500
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“ Across that threshold He habitually passed;
through those low windows, in childhood, He
peered out into the world that He was to make so
much happier by the gift to it of His genius; over
the boards of this floor -that is over some of them,
for we mustn't be carried away! -his little feet often
pattered; and the beams of this ceilingl] we must

really in some places take care of our heads![] he

fefl]— 5

endeavoured, in boyish strife, to jump up and
touch.” [ ]0450-4510
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“ I'm not suggesting that He was born on the bare
ground. He was born here!” -with an uncompro-
mising dig of his heel.“ There ought to be a brass,
with an inscription, let in.”* Into the floor?” -it

always came.” Birth and burial: seedtime, summer,
autumn!” -that always, with its special, right
cadence, thanks to his unfailing spring, came too.
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She had had her bad moments, he knew, after
taking the measure of his new direction -moments

of readjusted suspicion in which she wondered if he
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had not simply embraced another, a different per-
versity. There would be more than one fashion of
giving away the show, and wasn't this perhaps a

question of giving it away by excess? 4530
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“ Ah, but my dear man,” her husband interposed,
* you're not down; you're up! You're only up a dif-

ferent tree, but you're up at the tip-top.” O 4590
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To become lost in reading a story is to enter a
world of special reality. It is experience above the
question of whether it is true or false. The tourists
who heard Gedge talk eloquently must had such
experience, too.[J 2680
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